
May 3, 2020 

The Common Thread 
I SAMUEL:  Who Will Rule? 

 
Community Group Questions 

1. What were your general impressions and takeaways from the I 
Samuel video shown in this message?  

 
2. How might have Israel’s future from I Samuel forward been 

different if they had truly given their whole hearts to God’s 
ways instead of seeking after kings that looked like the world? 
Can you think of ways that you struggle with the same thing? 

 
3. Many modern Christians in the media and on social media 

tend to make “God’s way” all about hot-button issues of 
morality rather than authentic life lived in His Church that 
transforms everyone involved. Is it possible to use hot-button 
issues as a distraction from first obeying the blatant calls to 
personal discipleship that scripture repeatedly gives? How can 
we be right in our positions and wrong in our posture? 
 

4. Discuss the following quote from Søren Kierkegaard. Take 
note of the underlined portion and remember that the context 
is not just “Christian scholarship”, but anything we use to 
guard ourselves from the straightforward truths of scripture.  

 
“The matter is quite simple. The bible is very easy to 
understand. But we Christians are a bunch of scheming 
swindlers. We pretend to be unable to understand it because 
we know very well that the minute we understand, we are 
obliged to act accordingly. Take any words in the New 
Testament and forget everything except pledging yourself to 
act accordingly. My God, you will say, if I do that my whole 
life will be ruined. How would I ever get on in the world? 
Herein lies the real place of Christian scholarship. Christian 
scholarship is the Church’s prodigious invention to defend 
itself against the Bible, to ensure that we can continue to be 
good Christians without the Bible coming too close. Oh, 
priceless scholarship, what would we do without you? 
Dreadful it is to fall into the hands of the living God. Yes it is 
even dreadful to be alone with the New Testament.”  


