
 

Who Will Rule?
 
God always desired to rule over Israel… over all people. He never wanted them to
have kings.
 
I Samuel 8:4-7 (ESV) — “ Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to
Samuel at Ramah and said to him, “Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk in
your ways. Now appoint for us a king to judge us like all the nations.” But the thing
displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” And Samuel prayed to
the Lord. And the Lord said to Samuel, “Obey the voice of the people in all that they say
to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over
them.”
 
This is the trend of humanity both then and now: to reject God’s rule over us
because we believe, sometimes unconsciously, that we have better ways.
 
Ask myself: in my thought life, my internet searches, my conversations, my worries, my
service to others, my attitude, my general disposition, my conversations, my postings,
my daily schedule—how much energy do I expend in these apart from seeking to bring
them into the ways of Christ every day?
 
We can be “right” in our position, but wrong in our posture.
 
A good king is a poor substitute for a God King.
 
These can all be good and helpful—or they can be bad and poisonous.
Regardless, for the disciple, they all come in second place.

The Common Thread
"1 Samuel: Who Will Rule?"

Pastor John Driver

May 17, 2020



I Samuel 12: 19-24 (ESV) —  And all the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your
servants to the Lord your God, that we may not die, for we have added to all our sins
this evil, to ask for ourselves a king.”  And Samuel said to the people, “Do not be
afraid; you have done all this evil. Yet do not turn aside from following the Lord, but
serve the Lord with all your heart. And do not turn aside after empty things that cannot
profit or deliver, for they are empty. For the Lord will not forsake his people, for his
great name's sake, because it has pleased the Lord to make you a people for himself.
Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by ceasing to
pray for you, and I will instruct you in the good and the right way. Only fear
the Lord and serve him faithfully with all your heart. For consider what great things he
has done for you.
 
 
“The matter is quite simple. The bible is very easy to understand. But we Christians
are a bunch of scheming swindlers. We pretend to be unable to understand it because
we know very well that the minute we understand, we are obliged to act accordingly.
Take any words in the New Testament and forget everything except pledging yourself
to act accordingly. My God, you will say, if I do that my whole life will be ruined. How
would I ever get on in the world? Herein lies the real place of Christian scholarship.
Christian scholarship is the Church’s prodigious invention to defend itself against the
Bible, to ensure that we can continue to be good Christians without the Bible coming
too close. Oh, priceless scholarship, what would we do without you? Dreadful it is to
fall into the hands of the living God. Yes it is even dreadful to be alone with the New
Testament.” –Søren Kierkegaard


