
 

Good Character
 
Proverbs 16:3 NASB—Commit (roll) your works to the Lord and your plans will be
established."
 
Isaiah 30:21 ESV—“And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, ‘This is the
way, walk in it,” when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left.’”
 
Character teaches us the way to walk, regardless of which way we walk.
 
How To Develop Godly Character
1. Trust God. “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools
despise wisdom and instruction.” (1:7) “The fear of man lays a snare, but whoever
trusts in the Lord is safe.” (29:25)
2. Be Teachable. “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man listens
to advice.” (12:15) “A rebuke goes deeper into a man of understanding than a
hundred blows into a fool. (17:10) “Do you see a man who is wise in his own eyes?
There is more hope for a fool than for him.” (26:12)
3. Control Your Words. “He who gives an answer before he hears, it is folly and
shame to him.” (18:13) “A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in
expressing his opinion.” (18:2)
 
Good Judgment
 
The good kind of judgment comes out of character because character leads you to
first judge yourself according to God’s wisdom with grace, humility, and security
before you react to others. And often, you won’t have to react. It takes away the
crippling sense of shame and indecisiveness, but also keeps us from endless,
meaningless arguments and debates that go against character.
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How To Exercise Good Judgment
 
1. Listen, Listen, Listen. “The one who states his case first seems right, until
another come and examines him.” (18:17) “Even a fool who keeps silent is
considered wise; when he closes his lips, he is deemed intelligent.” (17:28)
“Whoever ignores instruction despises himself, but he who listens to reproof gains
intelligence.” (15:32)
2. Evaluate & Control Your Emotions. “A joyful heart is good medicine, but a
crushed spirit dries up the bones.” (17:22) “Whoever is slow to anger is better than
the mighty, and he who rules his spirit than he who takes a city.” (16:32) “Good
sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook an offense.” (19:11)
3. Widen Your Table. (Instead of circling your wagons). “Where there is no
guidance, a people falls, but in an abundance of counselors there is safety. (11:14)
“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.” (17:17) “Whoever
isolates himself seeks his own desire; he breaks out against all sound judgment.
(18:1)
 
Benediction from Book of Common Prayer
“Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works:
Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds
may be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of
all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus
our Savior. Amen.”


