
CHANGE

The life in Christ is aligning our desired outcomes with His desired outcomes—and
since we are not yet fully living in the desired outcomes of His full Kingdom, this can’t
happen without change. The need for change is the only thing that never changes.

Ezekiel 36:25-27 ESV — “I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean
from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give
you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of
stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within
you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.”

Romans 12:2 (ESV) - “… be transformed by the renewal of your mind…” In NLT “…let
God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.”

HOPE

Ezekiel 37:3 ESV — “And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I
answered, “O Lord God, you know.”

God calls us to be honest with hope about our struggles, our patterns of stubbornness,
our biases, our mistreatment of one another behind each other’s backs, our lust, our
greed, our fears & distrust of God, our marriage problems, our addictions—our
resistance to the change the gospel gloriously brings.
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Ezekiel 37:11 ESV — “Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole
house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are
indeed cut off.’”

How does this happen? Not just by a rhetorical gospel that pumps you up, but by taking
those very real truths and faithfully applying them to a life of honesty together—by
looking at the dry bones without losing hope because our hope is in Christ alone and
the life He is leading and empowering us to live together.

I Thessalonians 5:14 ESV — “And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle,
encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all.”


