
Judgment

Reminder: some things in scripture are prescriptive and some are descriptive.
Judgment in God’s Word can be both, meaning that God is holy and just, so sin must be
punished and atoned for. However, we can miss the point of the whole story of scripture
if we only apply this prescriptively to our circumstances.

Isaiah 60:21 ESV — “Your people shall all be righteous; they shall possess the land
forever, the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I might be glorified.”

Hope

I Thessalonians 5:8-11 ESV — “ But since we belong to the day, let us be
sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of
salvation. For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our
Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might
live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you
are doing.”

Hope compels us to live as disciples who have already received the life offered through
the death of the Suffering Servant, the Messianic King of a new kingdom. It makes our
days less about us right now and more about who we have been redeemed to be for all
eternity, which is already happening.
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Isaiah 48: 6b ESV — “From this time forth I announce to you new things, hidden things
that you have not known.”

Colossians 1:25-27 ESV — “of which I became a minister according to the stewardship
from God that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26 the
mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. 27 To them
God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory
of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”

The message of Isaiah is one of hope, even though it begins with judgment. For them, it
meant exile. For us, it means that Christ was exiled on our behalf, so by grace, we can
be free not just from the behaviors of sin, but also the enslaving power of sin, as well as
the judgment it brings—thus we are free to live as those whose hearts are being
transformed every day—“Therefore encourage one another and build one another up,
just as you are doing.”


