
GOD’S CHARACTER

The real life in Christ is not based on situations around me, but rather on what I truly
believe the character of God to be.

“God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our
pains: it is his megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” – C.S. Lewis

Micah 7:18 NLT—“ Where is another God like you, who pardons the guilt of the
remnant, overlooking the sins of his special people? You will not stay angry with your
people forever, because you delight in showing unfailing love.”

I John 4:17-19 AMP—“ 17 In this [union and fellowship with Him], love is completed
and perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the day of judgment [with
assurance and boldness to face Him]; because as He is, so are we in this world. 18
There is no fear in love [dread does not exist]. But perfect (complete, full-grown) love
drives out fear, because fear involves [the expectation of divine] punishment, so the
one who is afraid [of God’s judgment] is not perfected in love [has not grown into a
sufficient understanding of God’s love]. 19 We love, because He first loved us.”

II Timothy 1:12 NIV—“That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this is no cause for
shame, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to
guard what I have entrusted to him until that day.”

1) Confusion over scripture and what it really means to live out God’s ways
2) Diversion by other teachings or experiences affecting your view of God
3) Our own human brokenness that leads us to trust in flesh over God
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Jeremiah 17:5-8 NIV—“This is what the Lord says: “Cursed is the one who trusts in
man, who draws strength from mere flesh and whose heart turns away from the
Lord. 6 That person will be like a bush in the wastelands; they will not see prosperity
when it comes. They will dwell in the parched places of the desert, in a salt land
where no one lives. 7 “But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose
confidence is in him. 8 They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its
roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green.
It has no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit.”

Proverbs 19:25 ESV—“ The fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord
is safe.

Keeping your mind stayed on Christ doesn’t mean just sitting around smiling and
marveling at how much you love everything God does. It means turning and
returning to His character and ways.

Isaiah 26:3 ESV—“You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you,
because he trusts in you.”

Micah 6:8 ESV—“He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God?”


