
DISPUTES

We all get caught in this dispute—the moving forward of our lives according to our own
ways, our own strength, our own payment for wrongs, our own good intentions and
desires. We may not always openly dispute with God in a conversation, but we dispute
Him in the way we think, react, and pursue life.

Malachi 1:13-14 ESV—“13 But you say, ‘What a weariness this is,’ and you snort at it,
says the Lord of hosts. You bring what has been taken by violence or is lame or sick,
and this you bring as your offering! Shall I accept that from your hand? says the Lord.
14 Cursed be the cheat who has a male in his flock, and vows it, and yet sacrifices to
the Lord what is blemished. “

I John 5:3-4 ESV—“3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments.
And his commandments are not burdensome. 4 For everyone who has been born of
God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our
faith.”

The commandments are tied to a faith that overcomes the ways of the world—only by
faith (trusting God and His ways) can we do so. The law was given to show them that
they weren’t able to rescue themselves. Romans 9:30-32 ESV—“30 What shall we say,
then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, that is, a
righteousness that is by faith; 31 but that Israel who pursued a law that would lead to
righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law. 32 Why? Because they did not
pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on works. They have stumbled over the
stumbling stone, 33 as it is written, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
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Galatians 3:11; 24-26 ESV—“Now it is evident that no one is justified before God
by the law, for “The righteous shall live by faith…” “ 24 So then, the law was our
guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 25 But now
that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you
are all sons of God, through faith. “

REMEMBRANCE

“Unless we are prepared to see these events—the Jesus-events, the messianic
moment—as the ultimate call to penitence, because they are the ultimate
announcement of the arrival of God’s kingdom, we will be bound to over-interpret
other events to compensate. There will be a vacuum, a Jesus-shaped blank, and
we shall fill it by saying (as Jesus had warned that people would say) ‘Look here!’
or ‘Look there!’ (Luke 17:21). –N. T. Wright

Malachi 3:16 ESV—“16 Then those who feared the Lord spoke with one another.
The Lord paid attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written
before him of those who feared the Lord and esteemed his name.

In biblical terms, fear and trust are basically the same thing. Those who trust the
Lord and speak with one another rightly—God is paying attention, listening, and
offering a path of remembrance that will remind, encourage, and equip.

Regeneration Step 1: We admit we are powerless over our addictions, brokenness,
and sinful patterns—that in our own power our lives are unmanageable.

The long pause in the scripture leads to the beginning of the Advent (the arrival of
a notable person, thing, or event) of our Rescuer.


