
Hope = Waiting
Peace = Accepting
Joy = Journeying
Love = Birthing

PASSIVE WAITING

Isaiah 9:6-7 ESV—“ For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this
time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.”

The word for “hope” in the original languages of Scripture literally encompass the
idea: to wait. You can’t have hope without the necessity of waiting.

Passive waiting produces discouragement and despondency. Active waiting
produces hope.

ACTIVE WAITING

This is not just about busying ourselves, but rather knowing what to do and how to be
while we wait… holding action and waiting together in tension.
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When God shared hope with the world, he did so in concentric sequences of
waiting, beginning with His promises the garden, His principles in the Law, His
prophecies through the prophets, and finally, finishing with a nine-month
pregnancy. What was theoretical, legalistic, and mysteriously prophetic now
became a part of the most precious and painful of human experiences.

Luke 1:37-39 ESV—“37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary
said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.”
And the angel departed from her.”

Exodus 1:15-17; 20 ESV—“ 15 Then the king of Egypt said to the Hebrew
midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, 16 “When you
serve as midwife to the Hebrew women and see them on the birthstool, if it is a
son, you shall kill him, but if it is a daughter, she shall live.” 17 But the midwives
feared God and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but let the male
children live… “20 So God dealt well with the midwives. And the people multiplied
and grew very strong.”

These midwives were heroes! They defied the darkness and waited with those who
waited. Not leaving them alone. Laughing with them. Sharing stories of others who
had given birth and made it through. Comforting everyone, including husbands &
fathers. Not removing pain, but offering hope in it.

CLOSING PRAYER:
“O God, rejoicing,
we remember the promise of your Son. As the light from this candle,
may the blessing of Christ come upon us,
 brightening our way
and guiding us by his truth.
May Christ our Savior bring life into the darkness of our world, and to us, as we
wait for his coming. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.


