
PRIORITIES

Haggai 1:4-6 ESV—“ 4 “Is it a time for you yourselves to dwell in your
paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? 5 Now, therefore, thus
says the Lord of hosts: Consider your ways. 6 You have sown much,
and harvested little. You eat, but you never have enough; you drink, but
you never have your fill. You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. And
he who earns wages does so to put them into a bag with holes.”

This was not just about what they produced by their works, but rather it
was about what their works revealed about the priorities of their hearts.

Acts 7:48-50 ESV—“ 48 Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses
made by hands, as the prophet says, 49 “Heaven is my throne, and the
earth is my footstool. What kind of house will you build for me, says the
Lord, or what is the place of my rest? 50 Did not my hand make all these
things?’”

His issue wasn’t the place of his dwelling in the city of His people, but
the priority of his dwelling in the hearts of His people.

We work not to gain something, but because we have already gained
something.
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II Chronicles 16:9 NASB—“ “For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro
throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is
completely His.”

Works are indicators of something deeper. Just as breathing easy is a
sign the things are good in your lungs, and chest pains are a sign that
something may be wrong in your heart, works are symptoms, not
diagnoses.

They had become more concerned with building personal security than
authentic community.

Real worship is repeatedly reprioritizing your life to something higher
than you (God’s ways) and broader than you (God’s ways together with
God’s people).

EXPECTATIONS

Haggai 2: 3-5 ESV—“3 ‘Who is left among you who saw this house in its
former glory? How do you see it now? Is it not as nothing in your eyes? 4
Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the Lord. Be strong, O
Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of
the land, declares the Lord. Work, for I am with you, declares the Lord of
hosts, 5 according to the covenant that I made with you when you came
out of Egypt. My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not.

How do we see it now? Fear not. Be strong. Work.


