
JOURNEYING

"Hero's Journey"
-The Departure
-The Initiation
-The Triumphant Return

Matthew 1:21-23 ESV—“ 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord
had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).

Wilderness strips away pretense, removing easy answers. It feels like desolation. It
brings a sometimes unwelcome quiet. It isn’t safe. It brings change.

Journeying brings change. We are usually most concerned with what it will change—
our situation, our comfort, our hopes, our fears. But the journey of Advent is a
reminder that God changed His own situation to change us.

JOY

Matthew 2:10 ESV—“ 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with
great joy.”
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Luke 1:46-55 ESV—“46 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my
spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48 for he has looked on the humble estate of his
servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49 for he
who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50 And his
mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51 He has shown
strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 52
he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble
estate; 53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away
empty. 54 He has helped his servant Israel in remembrance of his mercy, 55 as he
spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”

Luke 2:18-20 ESV—“ 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told
them.19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.20
And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.”

Hebrews 11:8-10 ESV—“ 8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go
out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not
knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in
a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same
promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose
designer and builder is God.”

Hebrews 12:1-2 ESV—“ Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely,
and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of
God.”


