
FROM THE OUTSIDE IN

The whole point was God making a way to be near to the people he loved. He was
creating access—and the amount of trouble he went to demonstrates how much he
wanted to dwell with his people. With us!

Leviticus 26:11-12 ESV—“ I will make my dwelling among you, and my soul shall
not abhor you. 12 And I will walk among you and will be your God, and you shall be
my people.” 

Hebrews 10:1; 9-10 NLT—“The old system under the law of Moses was only a
shadow, a dim preview of the good things to come, not the good things themselves.
The sacrifices under that system were repeated again and again, year after year,
but they were never able to provide perfect cleansing for those who came to
worship… 9 Then he said, “Look, I have come to do your will.” He cancels the first
covenant in order to put the second into effect.10 For God’s will was for us to be
made holy by the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all time.”

This act was the first of many in fulfilling, and thus retiring the terms of the first
covenant and enacting the terms of the second. Now, humans would no longer
have to work through many circles to get to the Father in the center. Instead, the
Father fulfilled the circles through Christ to get to His Children. His action moved the
process from the outside-in to the inside out. 
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TO THE INSIDE OUT

The book of Acts reveals the story of how this message was taken out—and they deal
with the layers that separated them then and now, things like culture, traditional
religious and social differences, ethnicity, race, and the like.

Acts 6:1-3 NLT—“ But as the believers rapidly multiplied, there were rumblings of
discontent. The Greek-speaking believers complained about the Hebrew-speaking
believers, saying that their widows were being discriminated against in the daily
distribution of food.”

Acts 11:1-4; 7-8 NLT—“Soon the news reached the apostles and other believers in
Judea that the Gentiles had received the word of God. 2 But when Peter arrived back
in Jerusalem, the Jewish believers criticized him. 3 “You entered the home of Gentiles
and even ate with them!” they said. 4 Then Peter told them exactly what had
happened… 7 And I heard a voice say, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat them.’ 8 “‘No, Lord,’ I
replied. ‘I have never eaten anything that our Jewish laws have declared impure or
unclean.’”

This gospel must be preached to all these layers that still try to separate us on a daily
basis. To layers of anger, fear, worry, self-righteousness, pride, comparison, control,
scarcity, the feeling that other humans are the main problem, etc. 
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