
Romans 5:1-6 ESV—“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also
obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of
the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”

JUSTIFICATION

The door of discipleship must remain on its hinge of faith. If it comes off these
hinges, we come off the hinges.

PEACE

John 16:33 NLT—“ I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here
on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have
overcome the world.”

GRACE

Grace is a place in which we can’t constantly stand unless we constantly see our
deep, abiding need for it. This means that we can’t really know grace if we don’t
constantly know our faults and failings. Humility has no arrival point.
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Romans 5:3-5 ESV

This is why Paul deals with the tension of a life in Christ in which we still struggle
with sin (ch 7), but despite this, emerges as a daily state of overcoming, rendering
us confident and without condemnation (ch 8). These all hinge upon throwing out all
other justifications other than faith, trusting that God is not only peaceful towards us,
but wants us to reciprocate, and then standing not on principle or performance or
political clout or pessimistic defense of a particular theological directive or distinctive
—but rather first and fully in grace alone. 

REJOICING
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