
THE CRUCIFORM LIFE

II Corinthians 4:7-10 NIV—“7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to
show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8 We are
hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9
persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We
always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus
may also be revealed in our body.“

When we are gospel-aligned, our greatest value pours forth from our places of
deepest brokenness. It is not the cracks that are celebrated, but rather the
grace and truth of Christ that seeps out through genuine, divine humility &
change. 

II Corinthians 3:18 ESV—“And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory
of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of
glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.”

II Corinthians 4:16-18 NIV—“ 16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer
self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. 17 For this
light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond
all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things
that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that
are unseen are eternal.”
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FORGOTTEN GENEROSITY

II Corinthians 8:7 ESV—“7 But since you excel in everything—in faith, in
speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have
kindled in you—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”

II Corinthians 8:13-15 ESV—“ 13 Our desire is not that others might be
relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. 14 At the
present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty
will supply what you need. The goal is equality, 15 as it is written: “The one
who gathered much did not have too much, and the one who gathered little
did not have too little.”

Our goal is to be in the light in God’s ways. To not hide truth. To constantly
remind, encourage, and sharpen one another in community. As we seek to
excel in daily devoting, in weekly gathering, in community, in serving, we
encourage you to also seek to excel in regular giving as well. If you don’t want
to give it here, you certainly don’t have to. Be a member of the body of Christ
somewhere and give there—but don’t do anything, giving or not giving, in
isolation.

II Corinthians 9:6-8 NIV—“ 6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all
grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you
may abound in every good work.”

2 of 2 


