
I Timothy 1: 8 NIV—" 8 So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his
prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God.”  

Let Us Suffer for the Gospel 

II Timothy 3:12 NIV—" Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will
suffer persecution.”

Living a gospel-centered life brings trouble, but it is good trouble. 

Choose the suffering that forgives your enemies. Choose the suffering that hopes again in
Christ when all hope is gone. Choose the suffering that pursues when you don’t feel pursued.
Choose the suffering that removes the approval of people as you pursue biblical justice and
true generosity of thought and action. 

II Timothy 2:23-25 NIV—"23 Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments,
because you know they produce quarrels. 24 And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome
but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25 Opponents must be gently
instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the
truth,”

Consider God’s richness of mercy for your own life… Perhaps, looking at the evidence of your
life, you do not know what to conclude except that this mercy of God in Christ has passed you
up. Maybe you have been deeply mistreated. Misunderstood. Betrayed by the one person you
should have been able to trust. Abandoned. Taken advantage of. Perhaps you carry a pain that
will never heal till you are dead. If my life is any evidence of the mercy of God in Christ, you
might think, I’m not impressed. To you I say, the evidence of Christ’s mercy toward you is not
your life. The evidence of his mercy toward you is his—mistreated, misunderstood, betrayed,
abandoned. Eternally. In your place. If God sent his own Son to walk through the valley of
condemnation, rejection, and hell, you can trust him as you walk through your own valleys on
your way to heaven.” – Dane Ortlund, Gentle and Lowly
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II Timothy 1:8-12 NIV—“Do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord
or of me his prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the
power of God.” 9 He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because
of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This
grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 10 but it has
now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who
has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel. 11 And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a
teacher. 12 That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this is no cause for shame,
because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to
guard what I have entrusted to him until that day.” 

II Timothy 2:1 NIV—"Timothy, my dear son, be strong through the grace that
God gives you in Christ Jesus.” 

Suffer again the loss of your self-reliance and self-righteousness. Suffer again
the loss of your pride and your confidence in your own abilities. Being strong
in His grace can only happen if you acknowledge weakness in your own
works. 

II Timothy 1:14 NIV—“Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—
guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.” 

Psalm 127:1 NIV—"Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in
vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the guards stand watch in vain.

Work, but under the gracious care of His working in you. Watch, but under the
attentive eye of his watching over you. Suffer, but under the suffering He has
already endured in your place.

II Timothy 4:18 NIV—"18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and
will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever and
ever. Amen.
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