
 I have turned and tried to turn from the idols in my life.

Sometimes I doubt my faith when I encounter hostility, injustice, or difficulties.

I have discovered that to be a Christ follower I have to “flourish, despite
persecution”

1.

   2. I truly do love and worship God. 

   3. I look for Christ return. 

1 Thessalonians 4:9, 16-17 NLT - 9 But we don't need to write to you about the
importance of loving each other, for God himself has taught you to love one another.
... 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the Christians
who have died will rise from their graves. 17 Then, together with them, we who are
still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever.
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Encouragement

1 Thessalonians 4:9, 18 NLT - 9 But we don't need to write to you about the
importance of loving each other, for God himself has taught you to love one
another. ... 18 So encourage each other with these words.

1 Thessalonians 5:10-11 NLT - 10 Christ died for us so that, whether we are
dead or alive when he returns, we can live with him forever. 11 So encourage
each other and build each other up, just as you are already doing.

1 Thessalonians 4:1 NLT - 1 Finally, dear brothers and sisters, we urge you in
the name of the Lord Jesus to live in a way that pleases God, as we have taught
you. You live this way already, and we encourage you to do so even more.

Encouragement as Lifestyle 

1 Thessalonians 5:14-22 NLT - 14 Brothers and sisters, we urge you to warn
those who are lazy. Encourage those who are timid. Take tender care of those
who are weak. Be patient with everyone. 15 See that no one pays back evil for
evil, but always try to do good to each other and to all people. 16 Always be joyful.
17 Never stop praying. 18 Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God's will for
you who belong to Christ Jesus. 19 Do not stifle the Holy Spirit. 20 Do not scoff at
prophecies, 21 but test everything that is said. Hold on to what is good. 22 Stay
away from every kind of evil.


