
II Peter 1:3 NIV—"His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly
life through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.”  

We Are Receivers

We have already received everything we need for the lives we most desire.

“There is comfort concerning such infirmities, in that your very sins move him to
pity more than to anger. . . . For he suffers with us under our infirmities, and by
infirmities are meant sins, as well as other miseries. . . . Christ takes part with you,
and is so far from being provoked against you, as all his anger is turned upon your
sin to ruin it; yes, his pity is increased the more towards you, even as the heart of a
father is to a child that has some loathsome disease, or as one is to a member of
his body that has leprosy, he hates not the member, for it is his flesh, but the
disease, and that provokes him to pity the part affected the more. What shall not
make for us,3 when our sins, that are both against Christ and us, shall be turned as
motives to him to pity us the more? The greater the misery is, the more is the pity
when the party is beloved. Now of all miseries, sin is the greatest; and while you
look at it as such, Christ will look upon it as such also. And he, loving your
persons[…]” –Thomas Goodwin
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We Are Partakers

II Peter 1: 4 ESV—"4 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great
promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.”·

John 14:27-28a NLT—"27 “I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart.
And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid.
28 Remember what I told you: I am going away, but I will come back to you
again…”

John 15:9 NLT—"I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in
my love.”

I Peter 5:10 NLT—"In his kindness God called you to share in his eternal glory by
means of Christ Jesus. So after you have suffered a little while, he will restore,
support, and strengthen you, and he will place you on a firm foundation.

When we partake of the divine nature, we actually live. Believing the great and
precious promises—the ways of God revealed through His Word—both the
Scripture and the Person of Jesus—we become confident in the nature of God,
thus we trust in the nature of God more and more—and then God allows His nature
to begin changing our nature, day-by-day, experience-by-experience.


