
·  Psalm 23:1 ESV—"The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.”
·  The Lord Is My Shepherd
·  “Who is the Lord?” That’s the real question of our lives and of humanity itself.

·  “What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important
thing about us. The history of mankind will probably show that no people has ever
risen above its religion, and man’s spiritual history will positively demonstrate that
no religion has ever been greater than its idea of God. Worship is pure or base as
the worshiper entertains high or low thoughts of God. For this reason the gravest
question before the Church is always God Himself, and the most portentous fact
about any man is not what he at a given time may say or do, but what he in his
deep heart conceives God to be like. We tend by a secret law of the soul to move
toward our mental image of God. This is true not only of the individual Christian,
but of the company of Christians that composes the Church. Always the most
revealing thing about the Church is her idea of God.” --—A.W. Tozer, The
Knowledge of the Holy

·  “I read in a periodical the other day that the fundamental thing is how we think of
God. By God Himself, it is not! How God thinks of us is not only more important,
but infinitely more important. Indeed, how we think of Him is of no importance
except in so far as it is related to how He thinks of us.” –C.S. Lewis, The Weight of
Glory

·  This psalm will show us that we are not in charge, which is super difficult to
accept, yet the beginning of so much freedom. We will learn that in whatever valley
or pasture we find ourselves, the Shepherd is still watching us, providing for us,
and taking us somewhere that He has prepared for us.
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·  Above all, we will explore the incredibly personal and meticulous care the Good
Shepherd takes delight in to watch over us, provide for us, and protect us. We will
learn whether or not He can be trusted apart from poetry and platitudes. 

·  John 10:11 NIV—“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life
for the sheep.”

o   Do I really belong to Him?
o   Do I really recognize His right to me?
o   Do I respond to His authority and acknowledge His ownership?
o   Do I find freedom and complete fulfillment in this arrangement?
o   Do I sense a purpose and deep contentment because I am under His direction?
o   Do I know rest and repose, besides a definite sense of exciting adventure, in
belonging to Him?”


