
November 14, 2021 

The Good Shepherd 
Part 7: He Prepares a Tableland 

 
Community Group Questions 

1. Discuss general impressions/takeaways from the message? 
What is the significance of the word “mesa” (meaning 
“table”) as it is used in many shepherding cultures?  
 

2. Read and reflect on Hebrews 4:15-16 AMP—"For we do not 
have a High Priest who is unable to sympathize and 
understand our weaknesses and temptations, but One who has 
been tempted [knowing exactly how it feels to be human] in 
every respect as we are, yet without [committing any] 
sin. 16 Therefore let us [with privilege] approach the throne of 
grace [that is, the throne of God’s gracious favor] with 
confidence and without fear, so that we may receive mercy 
[for our failures] and find [His amazing] grace to help in time 
of need [an appropriate blessing, coming just at the right 
moment].”  

 
3. If our current, fallen world is merely a nearly 

indistinguishable speck of time in a vast eternity, how does 
this change our viewpoint of the fact that God hasn’t yet 
completely vanquished all evil and pain? 

 
4. Reflect on this quote: “’God is with us’ is not an answer to the 

mystery of pain, but it does provide purpose in the pain, along 
with hope that it won’t be wasted.” 
 

5. What are your impressions of the word “anointing”? How 
does this align or inform the shepherding methodologies of 
applying helpful oils to sheep to remove nasal flies? How 
does God use His Spirit to deal with our minds? 
 

6. Read and reflect on Romans 8:5-6 NIV—"Those who live 
according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh 
desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have 
their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind 
governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the 
Spirit is life and peace.” 
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