
·  THE REASON TO RESIST HOPELESSNESS

·  What fosters hopelessness?
       -Excessive Pain
       -Endless Waiting

·  Psalm 43:5 AMP—"Why are you in despair, O my soul? And why are you
restless and disturbed within me? Hope in God and wait expectantly for Him, for I
shall again praise Him, The help of my [sad] countenance and my God.”
·  Hopelessness is marked by the restless disturbance of the soul. 

·  When hope seems foolish, it’s real hope. 

·  Isaiah 9:6-7 ESV—“ For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of
his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over
his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from
this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.”

“Next year in Jerusalem”

·  In the “now and not yet,” there are so many “both-ands” that feel foolish. We both
live a life here and live in expectation of a new life there. We both endure hardship
with seemingly no rhyme or reason and expect that God will redeem all of our
hardships. We both fight a fight of faith against constant trouble, bitterness, and the
rage of the world around us and rest in the hope of Christ who is in us, with us, yet
still coming to fully rescue us. 
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·  Romans 5:1-4 ESV—"Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also
obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope
of the glory of God. 3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope…”

·  Romans 5:5 AMP—"Such hope [in God’s promises] never disappoints us,
because God’s love has been abundantly poured out within our hearts through the
Holy Spirit who was given to us.

·  Why does hope not disappoint? Because while we wait for rescue from the pain
and suffering of this world, we don’t have to wait for that which is even better than
the end of all suffering: the love of God breathed into us day by day. 

·  Psalm 63:3 ESV—" Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will
praise you.”

·  Continually retaking hold of hope based upon the love of God is the life-giving
reminder of Advent. It is also the daily life in Christ. 

·  Romans 5:6 NIV—"You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless,
Christ died for the ungodly.” 

·  His love showed up. His love shows up. His love will show up. 

·  "I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope…. but
those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. And again,
Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the
nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.” May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit. Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead.
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