
·  To compare is human, but to make comparison the standard for life, joy, and
fulfillment is fallen. Coveting takes it one step further into jealousy,
resentment, and fantasy about another’s life being a superior gift to ours. 

·  Colossians 3:2 NIV—"Set your minds on things above, not on earthly
things.”

·  Constant Observation Into Assumption and Despair

·  Comparison and coveting arise from incomplete observations and naïve
assumptions about others’ lives. From a fallen state, we live with a misplaced
perspective skewed away from God as our ultimate, stationary reference
point, and also away from our lives, however they move or stay, having
ultimate value in relation to one divine reference point. Our value and
contentment shifts to many other variable, static points on the grid of self-
knowledge and fulfillment. 

·  John 21:20-21 NIV—"Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus
loved was following them. (This was the one who had leaned back against
Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray you?”) 21
When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?” 

·  "The only normal people are the ones you don't know very well." – 19th
Century Austrian Psychiatrist and Psychotherapist Alfred Adler

·  "Another belief of mine; that everyone else my age is an adult, whereas I am
merely in disguise." -Author and Poet Margaret Atwood
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·  "You always admire what you really don't understand." -17th Century
Mathematician and Christian Philosopher Blaine Pascal

·  Exodus 20:17 NIV—"You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not
covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

·  Constant Redirection Into Belief and Gratitude

·  I’m powerless to manage my true brokenness by my own means. I need the
constant intervention of Christ made real through His Word, Spirit, and people—
that which is deeper, higher, & wider than myself. I am not the answer. 

·  “Go, go where you are, Anchor your roots underneath, Doubt your doubts, And
believe your beliefs. – Jon Foreman, Switchfoot

·  Refine your own observations and challenge your own assumptions—and
surround yourself with real friends who will do the same towards you. 

·  John 21:22 NIV—"22 Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I
return, what is that to you? You must follow me.”

·  Psalm 118:24 ESV—"This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and
be glad in it.

·  Colossians 3:15-17 NIV—"Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as
members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the
message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one
another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing
to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or
deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.

·  Gratitude Sandwich: Gratitude, Gospel, God-focused Words & Actions,
Gratitude
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