
·  Find Peace in the Bigger Picture

·  God’s Word is always good, but God intends for us to access it in a healthy,
wholistic manner, not picking out one topic or one part as the sole emphasis of our
spiritual formation. We need an emphasis on the “whole” Word of God. 

·  II Timothy 3:17-16 NIV—" All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work.

·  I Timothy 1:3-7 NIV—" 3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in
Ephesus so that you may command certain people not to teach false doctrines any
longer 4 or to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies. Such things
promote controversial speculations rather than advancing God’s work—which is by
faith. 5 The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good
conscience and a sincere faith. 6 Some have departed from these and have turned to
meaningless talk. 7 They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not know what
they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm.”

·  All talk about the end times is not “meaningless,” since Jesus, Peter, Paul, etc.
talked about it. Yet we must not elevate it as a separate gospel, but as a topic not fully
illuminated in a gospel that has fully illuminated our ultimate Hope. 

·  It’s okay not to know the things God doesn't want us to know yet. 
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· Acts 1:6-8 NIV—"Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are
you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them: “It is
not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth.”

·  I Thessalonians 5:1-3 NIV—"Now, brothers and sisters, about times and
dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you know very well that the day of
the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, “Peace
and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a
pregnant woman, and they will not escape.” 

·  The thief in the night is such a compelling metaphor, but what if we are the
treasure Christ is stealing back from an enemy who has tried to steal us away
into death? Our role is shrouded in mystery, but mystery about life, not
destruction. 

·  I Thessalonians 5:4-8 NIV—"4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in
darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 5 You are all children
of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the
darkness. 6 So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be
awake and sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get
drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober,
putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a
helmet. 

·  I Thessalonians 5:9-11 NIV—9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to
receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us so that, whether
we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11 Therefore encourage one
another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.”
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