
·  Expectations generally lead us to disappointment and disillusionment. 

·  "There is nothing more likely to start disagreement among people or countries
than an agreement." –E.B. White 

·  The Messiah We Want

·  John 12:12-16 NIV—"The next day the great crowd that had come for the
festival heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. 13 They took palm
branches and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the king of Israel!” 14 Jesus found a
young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: ‘Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion;
see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey’s colt.’ 16 At first his disciples did
not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these
things had been written about him and that these things had been done to him.

·  Remember: the point of prophecy is often less about fully deciphering and
comprehending God’s plan now and more about trusting God in today’s
unknown until we can look back and recognize that His sovereign plan was in
motion and was trustworthy the entire time. There is no path around all our
troubles, even through the prophetic. Instead there is an invitation to trust God
in the unseen, unknown mystery of wherever we are. This is the life in Christ. 

Palm Sunday
The Messiah We Want...
The Messiah We Need

John Driver
April 10, 2022

1 of 2 



·  The Messiah We Need

·  Isaiah 55:9 NIV—"As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
·  The Messiah Jesus was in actuality was the Messiah they actually needed. He
came to fill a need far beyond the needs they could conceptualize or articulate. 

·  When it comes to seeking the Promised Land, God’s Promise was always more
valuable than the Land. What God wanted from them was trust in His plans, His
affections, and His love for them—that He desired their good. He was more
concerned about forming them into they were becoming than merely leading where
they were going. 

·  Hebrews 3:7-10 NIV—"7 So, as the Holy Spirit says: ‘Today, if you hear his voice,
8 do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion, during the time of testing in
the wilderness, 9 where your ancestors tested and tried me, though for forty years
they saw what I did. 10 That is why I was angry with that generation; I said, ‘Their
hearts are always going astray, and they have not known my ways.’” 

·  Hebrews 3:10 reveals what happens when we don’t reconcile our hearts to God’s
ways over our own—when our expectations of the way Jesus will save us do not
become subordinate to the actual saving ways of Jesus. Jesus rides into our lives,
but we don’t really want what He wants for us. Trusting in His ways and plan above
our own is our daily Via Dolorosa--- following the often difficult and unknown “way of
suffering” into a real and lasting joy. 

·  This week is a path toward a cross for Jesus—and that same path is the path we
all walk, away from only having earthly expectations and into the mysteries of
following Him towards a higher purpose—a cross where something temporary dies
so that something else eternal may live. 

·  “Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain,
and entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking
in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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