
·  Luke 24:32 NIV: 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within
us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”

·  Psalm 16:7 NIV: “I will praise the Lord, who counsels me; even at night my heart
instructs me.”

·  I Thessalonians 5:19-22 NIV: “19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not treat
prophecies with contempt 21 but test them all; hold on to what is good, 22 reject
every kind of evil.”

·  I John 4:1-3 NIV: “Dear friends, do not believe everyone who claims to speak by
the Spirit. You must test them to see if the spirit they have comes from God. For
there are many false prophets in the world. 2 This is how we know if they have the
Spirit of God: If a person claiming to be a prophet acknowledges that Jesus Christ
came in a real body, that person has the Spirit of God.”

·  The whisper of the Spirit is an irreplaceable asset in which we should take
comfort and find confidence, even as we learn to recognize His voice with humility
and wisdom through the lens of Jesus’s attributes and mission.

·  John 10:2-6 NIV: “The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.
3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all
his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know
his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from
him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of
speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them.”
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·  John 10:14-15 NIV: “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep
know me— just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down
my life for the sheep.”

·  Joel 2:28 NIV: “And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons
and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men
will see visions.”

·  Ways to Recognize the Inner Whisper of God

·  1. When what you think you’re hearing aligns with Scripture through the lens of
a merciful, faithful, humble Christ as the One in control

·  Matthew 4:6-7 NIV: “ 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself
down. For it is written: “‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will
lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 7
Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’

·  2. When Scripture jumps off the page

·  John 14:26 NIV: “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send
in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said
to you.”

·  3. When the whisper leads you into ways of honesty, repentance, or mission
along biblical paths you weren’t naturally considering and don’t necessarily want
to take 

·  Acts 11:9-12 NIV: “The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call
anything impure that God has made clean.’ 10 This happened three times, and
then it was all pulled up to heaven again. 11 “Right then three men who had been
sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house where I was staying. 12 The
Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These six brothers
also went with me, and we entered the man’s house.” 

2 of 3 



·  4. When you test what you think might be the whisper of God by receiving a
confirming encouragement from someone else who is relationally trustworthy in
your life, theologically sound, spiritually mature, and not living in isolation. 

·  Acts 15:28a NIV: “28 It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us…”

·  I Kings 19:11-13 NLT: “11 “Go out and stand before me on the mountain,” the
Lord told him. And as Elijah stood there, the Lord passed by, and a mighty
windstorm hit the mountain. It was such a terrible blast that the rocks were torn
loose, but the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake,
but the Lord was not in the earthquake. 12 And after the earthquake there was a
fire, but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire there was the sound of a
gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and
went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. And a voice said, “What are you
doing here, Elijah?”
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