
·  Advent is a big table we all return to for the same four-course meal Hope,
Peace, Love, and Joy. 

·  WAITING FOR SOMETHING 

·  God lives in the omni-present tense.

·  Isaiah 9:6-7 ESV: “For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The
government will rest on his shoulders. And he will be called: Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 His government
and its peace will never end. He will rule with fairness and justice from the
throne of his ancestor David for all eternity. The passionate commitment of the
Lord of Heaven’s Armies will make this happen!”

·  God’s omnipresent tense informing our desired future tense is one reason we
experience such overwhelming tension in hoping and waiting. 
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·  Luke 1:26-38 NIV: 26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the
angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to
a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The
angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with
you.” 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting
this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found
favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God
will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked
the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come
on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be
born will be calledthe Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a
child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth
month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary
answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.”

·  WAITING FOR SOMEONE

·  Take hold again of what is already mine: the revealed love of Christ. “For the
grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people.” (Titus 2:11 NIV)

·  Because Jesus has already come and is with me right now in my waiting, I am
safe, secure, richly provided for, and completely cared for because I am completely
His and my life is fully hidden in Him. And since the life I have now will continue
forever, though I may become overwhelmed, there is literally nothing that can
ultimately overcome or destroy me with worry or despair.

·  CLOSING PRAYER: “O God, rejoicing, we remember the promise of your Son. As
the light from this candle, may the blessing of Christ come upon us, brightening our
way and guiding us by his truth. May Christ our Savior bring life into the darkness of
our world, and to us, as we wait for his coming. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen. 
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