
·  GOD’S LOVE TO US

·  Colossians 1:15 AMP: He is the exact living image [the essential
manifestation] of the unseen God [the visible representation of the
invisible], the firstborn [the preeminent one, the sovereign, and the
originator] of all creation.

·  John 3:16 AMP: For God so [greatly] loved and dearly prized the world,
that He [even] gave His [One and] only begotten Son, so that whoever
believes and trusts in Him [as Savior] shall not perish, but have eternal life.

·  II Timothy 1:9-10 NIV: He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not
because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and
grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of
time, 10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior,
Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and
immortality to light through the gospel.

·  God’s grace was given before the beginning of time, but it was finally
opened and revealed in the life of Jesus on earth. 

·  Luke 1:78-79 NLT: “Because of God’s tender mercy, the morning light
from heaven is about to break upon us, 79 to give light to those who sit in
darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide us to the path of
peace.”
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·  GOD’S LOVE THROUGH US

·  “Thus Jesus Christ, God the Son, is the Logic, the blueprint for creation. He
is the one eternally loved by the Father; creation is about the extension of that
love outward so that it might be enjoyed by others. The fountain of love
brimmed over. The Father so delighted in his Son that his love for him
overflowed, so that the Son might be the firstborn among many sons . . . And
so, as he gloriously goes, “shines” and “radiates” out from his Father, he
shows us that the Father is essentially outgoing. It is unsurprising that such a
God should create. And that we should then be created in the image of God
and destined to be conformed into the likeness of Christ the Image is simply
the continuation of that outgoing movement of love. The God who loves to
have an outgoing Image of himself in his Son loves to have many images of
his love (who are themselves outgoing).” –Michael Reeves, Delighting in the
Trinity

·  This is the ongoing tension and beauty of life in Christ: if I am loved by God,
I have no other option but to love others the same. Otherwise, I can’t fully
experience God’s love as He intends, not because it is cut off from me, but
because loving others an integral part of it. They are not separate. 

·  I John 4: 7-12 NIV: “7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes
from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8
Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is
how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the
world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God,
but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11
Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No
one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his
love is made complete in us.” 

·  Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and as we
are sorely hindered by our sins from running the race that is set before us, let
your bountiful grace, mercy, and love speedily help and deliver us; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and
glory, now and forever. Amen.”
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