
·   VALUING GOD’S WORDS MAKES ME WISE, SO I WILL LEARN THEM

·  We endeavor to be people who allows what God thinks, says, and does to inform
what we think, say, and do. 

·  John 21:25 NIV: Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were
written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the
books that would be written.

·  John 1:1-4 NLT: In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with
God, and the Word was God. 2 He existed in the beginning with God. 3 God created
everything through him, and nothing was created except through him. 4 The Word
gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought light to everyone.

·  Why is this important when talking about God’s “words” making us wise? Because
God’s “words” only make us wise through the lens of His “Word”—that is, through
the context of Jesus Himself. (Christological ethic)

·  John 5:39 NLT: You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal
life. But the Scriptures point to me!

·  Confidence in His unchanging love for us. Ephesians 3:12 NIV: In him and through
faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence. 

·  Grace-based approach to growth and life change. Romans 2:4 NIV: Or do you
show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not
realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance?
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·  Humility and obedience in our dealings with God and others. Philippians 2:4-8
NIV: In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:
6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be
used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in
appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even
death on a cross!

·  Hope for now and eternity. I Thess. 5:9 NIV: For God did not appoint us to suffer
wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.

·  In community and personally, make God’s words that reveal this hope of God’s
Word a life-giving priority. YouVersion reading plans, books, BibleProject, group
studies. Take time in God’s Word seeking His ways revealed in Christ. 

·  EVERY DAY IS A MISSIONS TRIP, WHO CAN I HELP TODAY?

·  We seek to think and act with generosity and justice. 

·  Matthew 5:38-42 NLT: 38 “You have heard the law that says the punishment must
match the injury: ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.’[o] 39 But I say, do not
resist an evil person! If someone slaps you on the right cheek, offer the other cheek
also. 40 If you are sued in court and your shirt is taken from you, give your coat, too.
41 If a soldier demands that you carry his gear for a mile, carry it two miles. 42 Give
to those who ask, and don’t turn away from those who want to borrow.

·  “If you want to be used by God, you will be used by people.” 
–Bobbie Wethington

·  We also speak with humility the hope of the gospel from a personal experience. 

·  I Peter 3:15-16 NIV: 15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be
prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear
conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in
Christ may be ashamed of their slander.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23249o

